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SAHRBA study reveals
92% of land in Pima County
is off limits to development

Some 92% of all land in Pima County falls under some
type of land-use restriction.

For months, some of our environmental experts have been
digging into the fuzzy details of Pima County’s proposed
Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan. They were asked to
provide SAHBA with a real world evaluation of how it will
affect the real people who live here.

What we found was a complex, well-organized campaign
that is focused on taking away private property rights. The
SDCP is deceptive.

We found land-use policies that are arbitrary.

Based on “guidelines” approved in June 2001 for land in
“environmentally sensitive areas,” property owners can be
required to set aside 80% of their “developable” land as
permanent open space.

These policies are not County laws, vet the Supervisors
are implementing them as formal regulations. That means
you are required to comply or they will deny your permits
and zoning applications.

Under these conditions, only 290,000 acres in
unincorporated Pima County are available for new business
development (i.e. jobs) and housing.

Why do your Supervisors want even more open space?
We found that the SDCP is not a true conservation program.
The County Administrator admits in a September 2000

memo that it, along with the related Conservation Lands
System, is a “growth management plan.”

The Supervisors use these unofficial restrictions to create
a windfall from skyrocketing property values. Restrictions
on vacant land makes developed land more valuable. So
without raising rates, they cleverly increase your property
taxes. The press reported the County had a $19 million
yvear-end surplus.

We found that there is no balance between preservation
and development. The County's focus is on decreasing the
supply of developable land; not on identifying where future
development can take place.

The effort to control your land is being driven by a small
band of environmental extremists. Some have become
decision-makers inside County government, who have

-empowered their outsiders to help direct the process.

Under the SDCP, we found that people are the losing species.
The most critical use of land should be to provide habitat
for humanity. An estimated 60% to 75% of all new home
buyers already live here. Many are your children and
grandchildren.

But where is the land to build their homes?

Some 70% of Pima County already is permanently
preserved. This includes 2.4 million acres in the Tohono
(’odham Nation; 660,000 acres by the Forest Service and
BLM; 500,000 acres by Fish & Wildlife Service; 400,000
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